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i them, the committee wouid prefer io lezve the subject.
fasidered only with referrence to the present aspect of
a¢ affair, it might be strictly necessary to say more; -and
ey deprecate too sincerely the asperities which usually
guw out of diversities of opinion upon doctrinal points, not
3be anxious to avoid them as far as-it can properly be
ie. “The more cspecially are they impressed with the
f opriety of a such a course, in referrence to the present
§ icture of our public affairs, when the hearts and minds of
o citizens should be exclusively dlrectgd to the measures
82t calculated to preserve the happy unton of these states
b2 the spirit of affection and brotherly love in which it was
b sublished.  The committee, however, are too ivel] advis-
§:dof the desire of the Legislature that their opinion should
fie distinctly expressed upon some points of deep interest,
goming out of the assumptions of right contained in the
 Ordinance of South Carolina, and the commentary of the
{President-thereon in his recent proclamation and mescage,
feci tiemselves at - liberty to exercise a discretion upon
berubject. . S
Inthe-performance of the duty assigned ‘them, they will
whmit the dictates of their best judgment, in that spirit of
serality and forbearance which, under any circumstances,
twoald give them pleasure o cuerish, but which, under
doszthat now exist, they consider it a sacred duty to ob.
sIve,

hey believe that this duty cannot be better discharged
b by a trank and -explicit avowal of the principles,

which, in their opinion, ought to be applied to the construc-

of the Constitution of the United States, and to con<
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@l inthat respect the administration of the governmeni es-.
Wished by it. They regard it the more unportant to do
@ liom the attempts which have been made to bri
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ve the safety of our institutions: and the future welfare
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< Country, mainly depend. The re-assertion of those
“oples at a period ike the present, when there is rea-
vlear that they may suffer from misapprehension, or

! ) __-.ul\l"’ v
Presentation is, in the opinion of the committee, a mat-
?Of Paramount obligatios.

1ere IS no ressonable ground to doubt, that the great |
Tof the American people are fervently attached to the
“‘f% of the States, and stncerely desirous that the partition
B imdatiae. .

----- Vi3 Of power intended to be established by the




